
Wadsworth City School District 
Face Coverings (Masks) 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 

1. Are face coverings (masks) required of all Wadsworth City School District students 
and employees? 

 
Yes, with exemptions only granted to those with conditions that are exempted from the 
requirement per the Ohio Department of Health face covering (mask) Orders.  The August 
13, 2020 Director’s Order Requiring the Use of Facial Coverings in Child Education 
Settings can be found by clicking here. 
 

2. How is a face covering (mask) defined? 
 

As written in the COVID-19 Health and Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools 
document, “at minimum, facial coverings (masks) should be cloth/fabric and cover an 
individual’s nose, mouth, and chin.” 
 

3. What type of face coverings (masks) are to be worn? 
 

The Order does not specify the type of material.  Cloth or face coverings (masks) with 
multiple layers are preferred. 
 

4. Will the Wadsworth City School District require a certain type of face covering 
(mask), prohibit images or words on face coverings, etc.? 

 
We will follow the specifications in the Ohio Department of Health Order.  Words or pictures 
on face coverings must be school-appropriate and not cause a distraction  (e.g., no alcohol, 
tobacco, drug references).  As we have been asked a number of times, gaiter-style face 
coverings are permitted, per our conversation with the Medina County Health Department. 
 

5. Can a face shield be used in lieu of a face covering (mask)? 
 

No, except in limited circumstances (see below).  A face shield protects the user from 
others while a face covering (mask) protects others from the user.  Typically, a face shield 
is used along with a face covering (mask). 
 
In the COVID-19 Health and Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools document, the 
following is written about face shields: 
 
“Face shields that wrap around the face and extend below the chin can be considered as 
an alternative where cloth face coverings would hinder the learning process. Some 
situations where face shields would be useful include:  
 
• When interacting with students, such as those with disabilities, where communication 

could be impacted; 
• When interacting with English-language learners or when teaching a foreign language;  

 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/publicorders/DO-K-12-facial-coverings.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X-OAhhWrJG08p_aGnottIIkIrHuP1ZaA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X-OAhhWrJG08p_aGnottIIkIrHuP1ZaA/view?usp=sharing


• Settings where cloth masks might present a safety hazard (i.e., science labs); and 
• For individuals who have difficulty wearing a cloth face covering.” 

When face shields are used in these situations, approval of the building administrator must 
be obtained prior to use, and there must be a minimum of six (6) feet between people. 

6. Will students be provided with face covering (mask) breaks during the school day? 
 

Yes, as needed.  A face covering break can occur for a short period of time, when students 
are six (6) feet apart from each other.  Face coverings will not be worn as students eat 
lunch, and they will not be worn in physical education class when activities that involve 
physical exertion occur (in both scenarios, students must be six (6) feet or more apart from 
each other). 
 

7. Will the Wadsworth City School District provide face coverings (masks) to students 
or employees who need them? 

 
Yes.  We will have an adequate supply of multi-layered face coverings (masks) available for 
students and employees who need them each day. 
 

8. What if my child (parent) or I (employee) qualify per the Order for a face covering 
(mask) exemption? 

 
Please notify your building principal or direct supervisor.  He/she will discuss the requested 
exemption and let you know what documentation is required. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


